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These grants confer upon the Syrian chieftain possession
of a village, with permission to use certain ornaments and
musical instruments, and emblems of authority; to collect
particular taxes and duties allotted to him; and to exercise
jurisdiction over his own tribe. The dates of these important
documents are expressed in such ambiguous language that
it is difficult to determine the exact period. Different
writers have assigned to them various dates, from the second
to the fifth century A.D.

The. Syrians proved serviceable allies to the native princes,
and were therefore treated well, and attained to considerable
political influence. They were allowed to bear arms, and
were regarded as equal in caste to the Nairs. Tor some time
their own chieftains ruled over them, till eventually tlie
power passed into the hands of one of the Hindu Eajahs.

In A.D 547, the Christian Church, in Malabar was visited
by Cosmas, an Egyptian merchant, who gives some account
of their discipline and worship. It is also asserted, in
ancient Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, that in A.D. 883, King
Alfred sent Sighelm, Bishop of Sherburn, to India, to vibifc
these Christians, and present gifts at the shrine of St. Thomas,
near Madras. He is said to have successfully performed this
great enterprise, and to have returned laden with gems and
spices. Still it is difficult to determine whether Sighelm
actually reached the South of India, or merely the countries
adjacent to India on the north-west.

After the arrival of the Portuguese on the Western coast
of India, early in the sixteenth century, the Romish priests
soon discovered these people, and determined to effect their
subjection to the papal authority. At first, measures of
conciliation were pursued. In 1545 Franciscan friars were
sent by the Archbishop of Goa to open a seminary for
Syrian youths, who were afterwards ordained as priests; but
the Syrians refused to admit these to their churches.